
Minutes of the meeting of the Llanharan Community Council held on 19 April 
2018 at the Llanharan Miner’s Welfare Hall 

Present: Councillor Parker (Chairman): 
Councillors Bowman, Evans, William Hopkin, Lewis-Watkin, Liney, M 
Thomas, W Thomas, Turner, Uppal and Williams 

Also: Mr S Russell, Youth Representative, Mr Peter Davies, Clerk to the 
Council and 2 members of the public  

Apologies: Councillors Geraint Hopkins and M Thomas and Ms A Olsen 

2018/102 MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Barry Stephens who had been re-elected to represent 
the Brynna Ward at the recent by-election. 

2018/103 PLANNING MATTERS 

(a) Proposed Housing Development at Innovation House (Councillor Liney 
declared a personal interest in this application as her property was adjacent to the 
proposed development) 

Mr Hughes gave an overview of Rhondda Housing’s proposal to develop 39 mixed 
residential units which would be available as affordable rented accommodation and 
he also outlined the comments currently received as part of the pre-application 
consultation. 

There was a general discussion and members highlighted  

*the lack of green space/amenity areas; 

* the need for significant landscaping along the boundaries of the development; 

* the need for a Puffin Crossing on Bridgend Road; 

* the use of the existing site by wildlife, including bats and hedgehogs 

Mr Hughes advised that the developers were considering all the comments 
expressed through the consultation process with a view to submitting a planning 
application within the next few weeks.  The Chairman indicated that the Community 
Council would respond to the pre-application shortly 

(b)Recent Applications 

NOTED – The following applications which had been received since the last 
meeting: 

 Ashwood House, Bridgend Road – 2 storey rear extension 
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 5 Authors Place – First floor extension over existing garage, porch and part 
kitchen to enlarge the existing 3rd bedroom and to provide a new bedroom, 
walk in wardrobe and en-suite bathroom 

 The Bungalow, The Square – proposed re-located vehicular access and new 
realigned wall to the front of the property 

 37 Williams Street – proposed rear single storey extension 
 19 Powell Drive – First floor side extension, increasing the roof height and 

rear single storey orangery 
 Unit 3 Diamond Centre for Wales, Talbot Green Business Park – 2 storey 

extension to side and additional parking spaces to front 
 Harlequin House, Lanelay Road – extension to the factory 
 Lanelay Hall – retrospective application for a change of use of the Hall to 

Hotel (Class C1) and other ancillary uses 

2018/104  MINUTES 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 15 March 2018 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman  

 2018/105 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

 (a) Church Street – Traffic (Minute 98 (f)) – Councillor Evans expressed his 
appreciation for the prompt action taken by RCT in erection a SLOW Children’s Play 
area sign at this location 

 (b) Community Initiative (Minute 94) – Councillor Bowman (a) referred to 
the Chairman’s article in The Diary which he considered to be disrespectful to 
Members of the Council and (b) asked the Clerk why the proposed costs of the 
District Valuer were not reported earlier to Members if these were known in 
September 2016.  A number of Members recalled receiving details of the likely 
charge and Councillor Bowman apologised for not recalling the report 

 RESOLVED – That the Chairman in future Diary articles, be asked to refrain 
from making personal comments about what is said by Members in meetings 

 (c) Office 365 - The Council at its last meeting had agreed that Members 
would not be involved in the management of the Office 365 system.  The Chairman 
(a) indicated that the Clerk needed further training in the operation of this system and 
until this was completed it was necessary for him to continue to be involved and (b) 
gave a personal commitment that he would not invade any person’s e-mail account 

 RESOLVED – That the present position be noted 

 2018/106 COMMUNITY POLICING 

 In the absence of a Police representative Councillors Evans and Liney gave a 
resume of reports and discussion at the last PACT meetings. Members also 
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considered a suggestion that the Brynna and Llanharan PACT meetings be 
combined with meetings being held in alternate locations 

 RESOLVED - That PC Wilson be asked to consider the above suggestion  

2018/107 WORKING GROUP RECOMMENDATIONS 

RESOLVED – That the recommendations of the Community Infrastructure Group of 
9 April 2018 be approved, subject to the following: 

(a) Park Benches – Councillor Turner to contact RCT for a response regarding the 
suitability of the benches already purchased 

(b) Meadow Rise – Vacant Site – It was re-affirmed that there would be further 
consultation with local residents once a layout plan was available 

(c) Memorial Garden – It was agreed that (i) the proposed improvements to the 
memorial garden and surrounding area be included on the Council’s 123 List and (ii) 
the Handyman be asked to give a greater priority to the work on maintaining the 
garden and surrounding area 

(d) Hanging Baskets -It was agreed that the CIG Group be asked to review the 
costs of this provision 

2018/108 COMMUNITY ISSUES 

(a) Traffic Regulation outside Dolau School – Councillor Turner advised and 
Members noted with satisfaction that following further representations to RCT 
officials had agreed to consult on a proposal to introduce double yellow lines on one 
side of Bridgend Road, between the School and Trenos Gardens 

(b) Brynna Road – Automated Speed Sign – this would be in place near Meadow 
Rise for a period of three months.  Following this, the data collected would be 
reviewed and further consideration would be given to traffic regulation in the area 

(c) Bethlehem View Community Garden – Councillor Evans drew attention to 
proposed changes to the garden which currently did not have the approval of the 
land owners 

RESOLVED – That the Clerk be requested to write to the land owners to establish 
the facts 

(d) Mobile Library Service – Councillor Evans advised that RCT had initiated a 
period of consultation concerning proposed changes to this service 
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RESOLVED – That this matter be included on the agenda for the next meeting 

(e) Pavement from Llanharan to Talbot Green – Councillor Evans drew attention 
to the poor condition of this pavement.  Councillor Turner (in the absence of 
Councillor Geraint Hopkins) advised that he would raise the matter with RCT officials 

(f) Llanharry Road Bus Shelter 

RESOLVED – That the Handyman be instructed to give greater priority to the 
improvements to this shelter 

(g) Human Resources Committee 

RESOLVED - That following a request from Councillor Bowman, the Chairman of the 
HR Committee be asked to convene a meeting 

(h) Youth Representative Report – Mr Russell reported on (a) the success of 
LCDP’s Easter holiday play schemes and (b) the receipt of a grant which had been 
used to purchase gardening equipment 
  
2018/109 MEDICAL FACILITIES 

The Chairman reported that the Head of Primary Care at ABMU had sent copies of 
the Patient Survey Report and the Joint Health Board letter of response to the 
Community Council, but regrettably it had been sent to the former Council address at 
2 The Square. 

The consultation revealed (a) significant access issues, (b) a lack of an equitable 
service between Pencoed (5000 patients) and Llanharan (6800 patients) – which the 
Practice considered they were doing their best and it was equitable, (c) transport 
links were harder for some parts of the population, together with access to 
pharmacies 

The overall conclusion was that a ‘new build’ was something they could not support 
and the Practice should seek to maximise existing buildings, which were capable of 
delivering a service to 22000 patients with a potential to expand to 26000.   

The Pencoed Practice had also been (a) encouraged to review the balance of 
service between the two areas, (b) offered grants to improve the surgery building 
and (c) an accounting service to review their financial resource – but currently these 
offers had not been taken up.   
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The Practice was meeting its contractual commitment and only they could bring 
about change 

2018/110 GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION 

The Clerk reported that the General Data Protection Regulation would come into 
effect on 25 May 2018.  The Regulation would place responsibilities on the Council 
to demonstrate accountability and transparency when handling and processing 
personal and sensitive information that it holds in respect of individuals. 

The local RCT community Clerks were working together to identify what actions 
needed to be taken and were pooling resources in drafting procedures etc.  Also, 
arising from this cluster working, the group had secured a Welsh Government grant 
of £4700 towards the preparatory costs. 

The Information Commissioner had advised that in addition to the Community 
Council, individual Members needed to be registered unless the only personal data 
they held was on paper.  Consideration was given to the Council meeting the 
registration costs of its members 

The Council would also have to appoint a Data Protection Officer (DPO) who would 
provide interpretation, advice and support on complex information governance and 
information compliance issues 

RESOLVED – That 

(1) in view of the short timescales involved the Clerk be authorised to introduce and 
implement any necessary changes to ensure compliance with the new regulations, 
subject to a further report to the Admin Strategy Group; 

(2) the Admin Strategy Group be asked to determine the DPO appointment; 

(2) the Council agrees to pay for the registration of its Member 

2018/111  CORRESPONDENCE 

(a) 2017/18 Accounts 

NOTED – That the Council’s External Auditor had appointed the 9 July for interested 
parties to make any representations or ask questions about the Council’s 2017/18 
accounts 
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(b) Hillcrest – Handrail to Brynna Road – Councillor Stephens had asked the 
Council to consider fitting a handrail alongside the concrete steps leading from 
Hillcrest to the Bus shelter on Brynna Road.  Councillor Turner indicated that he 
would ask RCT whether they could undertake this work and report back 

2018/112 FINANCIAL MATTERS  

(a) Payments/Budget Monitoring – Members gave detailed consideration to the 
statements prepared by the Clerk 

RESOLVED – That  

(1) the contents of the budget monitoring report be noted; 

(2) the outstanding bills be paid and the cheques be signed accordingly 

 (b)Handyman’s Work Programme 

NOTED – The work undertaken by the Handyman during March 

(c) Grants Policy and Application Form 

RESOLVED – That  

(1) the revised policy and application form (previously circulated) be approved and 
adopted 

(2) applicants be asked by the Clerk whether they had experienced any difficulty 
completing the application form 

(d) Brynna Community Carnival 2018 

RESOLVED – That  
  
(1) the 2018 Community Carnival be sponsored by the Council up to £2000 

(2) a replacement gazebo be purchased at a cost not exceeding £250 for use by the 
Council 

(e) The Wimbles 

NOTED – With pleasure the success of the Wimbles in successfully attracting grant 
funding 

2018/113 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 

RESOLVED – That the public be excluded during discussion of the following item of 
business, on the grounds that, if members of the public were present during that 
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discussion, personal information relating to an employee would be disclosed to them 
in breach of the obligation of confidence 

2018/114 HR MATTERS 

NOTED – That the Chairman of the HR Committee advised Members that all matters 
had been dealt with on an informal basis 

The meeting concluded at 9.20pm 
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